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situations not to stand in the way of the new arrange-
ments. They were very much commended for their
disinterested conduct, and thought no more about it.
Somebody who happened to be at a dinner where, it is
supposed, they both heard the intimation that their
handsome offers were accepted, told Elliot there never
were two such pictures of gloom and dejection. I dined
at Blackheath yesterday to meet the French princes,
and slept at Lord Dartmouth's on the Heath, and was
very glad to pass a few hours next morning with so
pleasant a man and family. I have been to Windsor and
have had a very long conversation with the King, who
appeared to me in better and sounder health than I
ever remember him, and clearer and cooler in conver-
sation. I never saw him so perfectly well in all respects,
and I flatter myself we may hope to retain him for a
number of years. Nothing could be kinder or more
friendly than the whole of his conversation towards me,
and he pronounced quite a panegyric on you, seeming to
understand your particular class of merits on the score of
conduct and sound plain sense, on which he expatiated.
On the peace I observed that his language was rather
that of apology than of approbation.'l

'London : December 17, 1801.

c I have just come back from Dropmore, Danesfield,
and Park Place in hopes of going to the Drawing-room ;
but, by accidents in driving, I am too late, and shall omit
that duty after all the hurry I have been in to accom-

1 November 27, 1801.